
The LifeVerse



Overview of our time

• Overview of Sand to Stone

• Created in God’s image

• Talents and gifts

• Knowing self and son

• DISC profile inventory

• Choosing a LifeVerse

• The LifeVerse ceremony



Overview of Sand to Stone

• My testimony

• My influences

• Lies our sons are told

• Mission and Vision

• Accomplishing the Mission and Vision



• Mission: 

To strengthen generational 
legacy and preserve gospel 
truth by encouraging men 
to effectively lead future 
men.



• Vision:
To produce men as a by-
product of their fathers, 
who seek after God whole-
heartedly, defend the 
gospel truth courageously, 
work diligently and 
purposefully, display a 
persevering faith in all 
circumstance, and see to 
pass on their lives to the 
next generation as their 
duty and delight.





























• Curriculum

– Raising kids 0-7, 8-12, 13-18 years old

– Resources 

• STS Growth Planner

• Discipleship Packs for 8-12 year olds

• Manhood Bible Study 

• Partnership organizations (Axis, Noblemen, True North, 
Family ID, Navigators)





Created in God’s Image

Why were we created?



Created in God’s Image

• Why were we created?

– “The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever” – Shorter Westminster Catechism

• Philippians 1:19-23

• Psalms 37:4

• Philippians 4:4



Created in God’s Image

• Why were we created?

– The Triune God created us to be in perfect 
relationship with Him,  and in community with 
other believers in a collective pursuit to glorify 
Him.

• Genesis 2:15-17 – productive and full lives

• Genesis 2:18 – why a helper

• 1 Peter 2:9



Created in God’s Image

• His image in us

– Rational Self (Eph. 4:17-18)

– Emotional Self (Prov. 19:19)

– Volitional Self  (Rom. 3:10-12)



Created in God’s Image

• His creativity found in our unique design

– Isaiah 64:8 – potter and the clay

– Jeremiah 1:4-5 – appointed before birth

– Psalms 139:16 – every moment laid out 

– Adam and Eve had specified roles from the 
beginning.  

– Cain was a farmer and Abel, a shepherd



Created in God’s Image

• Why we were created

– Prior to the fall

• All of man’s thoughts (rationale self) praised God

• All of man’s emotions (emotional self) praised Him

• All of man’s actions (volitional self) praised God

• In their own unique ways, man individually, and 
collectively praised God



Created in God’s Image

• God’s creation becomes tainted

– Evil and sin is seeking satisfaction outside of God.

• Deuteronomy 28:47

• Jeremiah 2:12-13

– Man’s sin broke the relationship with God

– This same sin is found in each one of us today



Created in God’s Image

• God’s creation becomes tainted

– We live and work under the curse

• Genesis 3:17-19

– We reflect His attributes in imperfect ways as 
imperfect beings

• Romans 3:23

• Genesis 1:26-27

• Hebrews 2:5-8



Created in God’s Image

• God’s design to restore creation

– When the end of times comes to fruition, God will 
restore earth to it’s original perfect state, and 
God’s kingdom will come down to dwell amongst 
mankind. (Revelation 21)

– Those who have put their trust in Jesus Christ will 
be allowed to come into their final rest, free of sin.



Created in God’s Image

• God restores and welcomes His bride

– Marriage is the earthly depiction of how God 
promises to receive His family of believers (the 
Church) to Himself for eternity.

• Revelation 19:6-9, 20, 21

– The Bride is the Church who have been saved by 
grace through faith

– The Bride will serve God forever in His Kingdom. 



Created in God’s image

• Why does this matter?

– God’s story helps define our purpose

– God’s story is still at work in our tainted world

– We have an obligation to pass on truth

• Deuteronomy 6:6-9

– We need to be kingdom minded





Talents and Gifts

What is the difference between a talent and a 
gift?



Talents and Gifts

• A talent is something natural God gives you at 
birth while a gift is something supernatural 
God gives you at rebirth.



Talents and Gifts

• The word “talent” has its origins in the parable 
of the talents

– Matthew 25:14-30

• The gist

– Entrusted with something of the Master’s

– Stewardship of what’s been given

– Evaluation of the stewardship by the Master



Talents and Gifts



Talents and Gifts

• Talents are typically known, developed and 
expected

• They have a tendency to be used for personal 
gain

• They are expressions of God 

• The best teams, organizations, businesses are 
often a representation of talent working 
together to accomplish big things



Talents and Gifts

• Gifts

– Received at the time of salvation

• 1 Peter 4:10-11

– Are supernatural, and can be unexpected

– The strength of gifts is grace

– The use of gifts is to strengthen faith

• Romans 12:3, 6-8



Talents and Gifts

By the grace given to me I bid every one among you not 
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, 
but to think with sober judgment, each according to 
the measure of faith which God has assigned him . . . 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our 
faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his 
teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who 
contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; 
he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
(Romans 12:3, 6–8)

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2012.6%E2%80%938


Talents and Gifts



Talents and Gifts

• 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and 
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by 
every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of people in their deceitful 
scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we 
will grow to become in every respect the mature 
body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From 
him the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself 
up in love, as each part does its work.                           
– Ephesians 4:14-16



Talents and Gifts

• 1 Corinthians 12
– Spiritual gifts associated with profession of faith (3)

– Differing gifts but one Spirit who distributes as He 
wills (11)

– Gifts given for the common good (7)

– Body of Christ is formed of many parts (12)

– We must value diversity for the product it produces 
(15-20, 21-25)

– The whole body responds when one part suffers or 
rejoices (26)



Talents and Gifts

• Ultimately, our gifts and our talents work in 
unison, fueled by the currency of grace.

• Cain and Abel

– Genesis 4



Talents and Gifts

Genesis 4:3-7
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course 
of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an 
offering to the LORD. 4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat 
portions from some of the firstborn of his 
flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his 
offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with 
favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.
6 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your 
face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be 
accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching 
at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”



Talents and Gifts

• Is it possible for two painters to paint the 
same scene wonderfully, but with totally 
different motivations?

• An unbeliever tends to understand life in a 
“what’s in it for me” way

• A abiding believer learns to understand life in 
a “what’s in it for God” way



Talents and Gifts

• Sons who are Non-believers

– Using the gospel story as the moral framework 
and basis of the true worldview

• Sons who are Believers

– Using the redemptive story to create basis of 
value and context for behavior



Talents and Gifts

• Jesus is the transformative denominator

– John 1:42 – Peter and Jesus

• Jesus alone has the authority to change your identity, 
and thus, your destiny

• Simon becomes Peter – His life transforms 
– John 6:67-68, Matthew 16:16 

• Matures into Christ, and directs his talents and gifts in 
the direction of the Kingdom 
– Acts 4:1-3,8-12,19-20 



Talents and Gifts

• Write down descriptive words/phrases for your 
son based on how he acts or reacts to the world 
around him.

Canon – Determined, Inventive, Big Picture, Lacks 
attention to detail, generous, lack of empathy, high 
paced, people oriented, manages and delegates, up 
front with feelings, confident, speaks > listens, leader

Dawson – Kindhearted, thoughtful, helpful, aims to 
please, serving, fast learner, master of new skills, speaks 
less, listens more, caring, follower





Knowing Self and Son

• How does knowing yourself help you know 
and lead your son?



Knowing Self and Son

• DISC Profile
– William Marston (1928)– lawyer and psychologist 

(polygraph, self help books, Wonder Woman)

– Walter Clarke (1956) – industrial psychologist 
created the DISC assessment

– 1965 Clarke et. al published findings in Journal of 
Psychology

– 1970s John Geier created the Personal Profile 
System which eventually became modern day 
“Everything DISC” owned by John Wiley and Sons



Knowing Self and Son

• Behavioral Styles = People tend to display 
consistent patterns of behavior – different 
ways of seeing and doing things based on 
personality



Knowing Self and Son

• DISC
– Dominant/Determined

– Influence/Impulsive

– Supportive/Steadiness

– Compliance/Conscientious

• Two Main Intersecting Arms
– Pace/Behavior 

• (Initiate or Respond / Fast or Slow Paced

– Priority/Focus 
• (Purpose or People)



Knowing Self and Son



Knowing Self and Son

• PACE/BEHAVIOR

• Pace at which one 
moves through life

• Fast-paced – “Lead, 
Follow, or Get Out of 
the Way”

• Slow-paced – “If a job is 
worth doing, it is worth 
doing well”



Knowing Self and Son



Knowing Self and Son



Knowing Self and Son



Knowing Self and Son

• Scoring your Pace

– Which do you have more of – Odd or Even 
Numbers?

• Even = Slow Paced

• Odd = Fast Paced

– Remember, this is not a score reflecting the pace 
of your day to day life, but a score of your internal 
motor



Knowing Self and Son

• PRIORITY/FOCUS

• Priorities are either on 
tasks or on people

• Task-Oriented – “I have a 
job to get done and I can 
do it best”

• People-Oriented –
“People are more 
important than the things 
I need to get done”



Knowing Self and Son



Knowing Self and Son



Knowing Self and Son



Knowing Self and Son

• Scoring your Priority

– Which do you have more of – Odd or Even 
Numbers?

• Even = People Oriented

• Odd = Task Oriented

– Remember, both Pace and Priority are expressions 
of your general tendencies, though you will not 
always act consistent with them



Knowing Self and Son



Knowing Self and Son

• Biblical Conflicts

– Acts 15:36-41

– Paul and Barnabas had been previously deserted 
by John Mark on one of their missions

– Barnabas wanted to give John Mark another 
chance 

– Paul said absolutely not…too much at stake

– Who was right?

– Paul took Silas, and Barnabas took John Mark



Knowing Self and Son

ME





Knowing Self and Son

• Ways of determining your son’s tendencies

– Observe your child in as many situations as possible

– Solicit opinions from others who see your son in 
different environments

– Take a guess then watch and wait

– Looks for secondary patterns

– Be open to modifications

– Listen to your spouse

– Use an inventory to give you insight



DISC Profile Inventory



DISC Profile Inventory



DISC Profile Inventory



DISC Profile Inventory



DISC Profile Inventory



DISC Profile Inventory

• Scoring the Inventory

– A answers  = D

– B answers  = I

– C answers  = S

– D answers  = C



DISC Profile Inventory







DISC Profile Inventory

Canon



DISC Profile Inventory

Dawson





Picking a LifeVerse

• What is a LifeVerse?

– A verse or passage that reflects who your son is 
today, and foreshadows how grace will impact 
how he brings glory to the kingdom in the future. 

– It is Christ centric in its intent

– It lays a foundation for personal stewardship

– It points a persons value back to the Creator



Picking a LifeVerse

• Eric’s childhood LifeVerse
1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful.
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and 
in his law doth he meditate day and night.
3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. Ps. 1:1-3



Picking a LifeVerse

• Eric’s LifeVerse

– God’s word is the pathway to blessing and 
fruitfulness

– A life lived well is one with the right priorities 

– A mind constantly stayed on God’s word leaves 
not time for sitting, standing or walking in sin

– Bearing fruit in season is confirmation of a life 
abiding in Christ and controlled by the Holy Spirit



Picking a LifeVerse

• Dominant / Determined

10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: 
but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus.
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing 
I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before,
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.       - Phil. 3:10-14



Picking a Lifeverse

• Influencing / Impulsive

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;
24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another 
to love and good deeds,
25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another; 
and all the more as you see the day drawing near.       

- Hebrews 10:23-25



Picking a LifeVerse

• Supportive / Steadiness

Therefore my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that your labor is never in vain in 
the Lord.        - 1 Corinthians 15:58



Picking a LifeVerse

• Compliance / Conscientious 

Ezra prepared his heart to seek the Law of the 
Lord and to do it, and to teach statutes and 
ordinances in Israel.       - Ezra 7:10



Picking a LifeVerse



Picking a LifeVerse

• Determined

– Joshua 1:8

– Philippians 3:12-14

– 1 Peter 5:5-7

• Influential

– Proverbs 17:17

– Matthew 5:16

• Supportive

– Titus 3:2

– Titus 2:7

• Conscientious

– Philippians 4:13

– Psalms 19:14

– Proverbs 3:5-6

– Philippians 4:6-7



Picking a LifeVerse

• Beware of:

– Being Bible character centric over Christ centric

• All characters were who they were because of Christ, 
not because of their righteous acts

– Picking a Bible promise that doesn’t pertain to us 
today

• Jeremiah 29:11 – This promise was specifically for God’s 
people (Israel) who had been exiled to Babylon

– Dsf





The LifeVerse Ceremony

• Group Ceremony

• Prefaced with games and food

• Talked up prior to the day of the event

• Secluded environment, free from distraction

• Build a fire as a group, promise s’mores after

• Emphasize respectful quiet during ceremony



The LifeVerse Ceremony



The LifeVerse Ceremony

• The facilitator’s portion

– God’s original design for creation to serve Him

– The fall, and the shift toward self-service

– God’s plan for restoration, highlighted by the gift 
of the Holy Spirit to believers



The LifeVerse Ceremony

• The facilitator’s portion
– God’s original design for creation to serve Him

• We were to know Him, glorify Him and be good 
stewards of all He gave us, as individuals and a larger 
community

– The fall, and the shift toward self-service

– God’s plan for restoration, highlighted by the gift 
of the Holy Spirit to believers
• We can see the value of being a good steward of what 

we have as we make the now redeemed man with 
God’s original purpose



• The facilitator’s portion
– Highlight 1 Corinthians 12

• We are all uniquely gifted by God – verse 4-7

• Our gifts are empowered by the Holy Spirit – verse 11

• Our individual gifts are meant to work together with others 
individual gifts – verse 14-20

• Our gifts may appear to be stronger or weaker, but they all 
are essential – verse 21-25

• Our gifts are communal. We suffer and rejoice with one 
another – verse 26

• Our gifts are to be recognized, trained, and brought to 
maturity



The LifeVerse Ceremony

• The facilitator’s portion

– Finishes with what the father is about to 
communicate with the son

• The family has observed their son

• The family has prayerfully considered his strengths

• The family has decided on a verse/passage

• The father is going to reveal that tonight 

– The fathers individually do their part

– Facilitator led huddled community prayer to end

















The LifeVerse Ceremony

• LifeVerse #1

• LifeVerse #2

• LifeVerse #3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyecNXwmA0E&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/hiWz_1GvaZA
https://youtu.be/rAWWtWNpH4k








Questions


